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Minutes of the  

11th General Body Meeting (GBM) of Indian Society of Plant Genetic 

Resources, New Delhi  

Date : Aug. 27, 2021 Time : 10.00 a.m. onwards Agenda : Annexure 1 
 
Venue: Virtual platform 
(https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85164941710?pwd=Q0E3WW5DdVBqNWU4VDFwYm5iSkl3QT09      

Meeting ID: 851 6494 1710 Passcode: 251601) 

 

Chair  Dr R.S. Paroda President, ISPGR 
EC Members*  Dr Kuldeep Singh Vice-President, ISPGR 
  Dr Dinesh Kumar Treasurer, ISPGR 
  Dr Rakesh Singh Joint Secretary, ISPGR 
  Dr Sunil Archak Editor-in-Chief, IJPGR 
  Dr K. Joseph John Councillor (SZ), ISPGR 
  Dr B. Sarath Babu Councillor (SZ), ISPGR 
  Dr Amit Kumar Singh Councillor (NZ), ISPGR 
  Dr Sanjeev Kumar Singh Councillor (NZ), ISPGR 
  Dr Veerendra Kumar Verma Councillor (EZ), ISPGR 
  Dr Mohan Lal Councillor (EZ), ISPGR 
  Dr Pramod Wasudeo Ramteke  Councillor (CZ), ISPGR 
  Dr Jang Bahadur Singh Councillor (CZ), ISPGR 
  Dr Kartar Singh Councillor (WZ), ISPGR 
Ex Officio Member  Dr Ashok Kumar Director, ICAR-NBPGR 
Life Members  61  
Member Secretary  Dr Anuradha Agrawal General Secretary, ISPGR 

 
*Dr R.C. Agarwal, Vice President, informed inability to join the GBM due to another overlapping meeting. 

  
Agenda 1: Welcome Remarks, Confirmation of the Minutes of 10 GBM and Action 
Taken Report 
 
 The General Secretary (GS), Dr Anuradha Agrawal, welcomed the Chairman and all members 

of the General Body (GB) and expressed her gratitude for their presence in the meeting. She 
also offered condolences for ISPGR members/families of members who passed away due to 
the COVID pandemic. 
 

 Dr R.S. Paroda, President, ISPGR, also greeted all members of the GBM and extended special 
welcome to Dr Ashok Kumar for taking charge as acting Director, ICAR-NBPGR.  

 
 The minutes of the 10th GBM held on Jan. 30, 2020 were confirmed. 
 
 The ATR report was presented by Dr Anuradha (Annexure 2). 
 

Agenda 2: Progress report of ISPGR by General Secretary 
 

 Dr Anuradha Agrawal, General Secretary (GS) presented the progress report of ISPGR 
(Annexure 3). 
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85164941710?pwd=Q0E3WW5DdVBqNWU4VDFwYm5iSkl3QT09
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 Members appreciated the activities carried by the society, despite of the COVID-19 
restrictions and constraints. 

 

Agenda 3: Progress of IJPGR by Editor-in-Chief  
 

 Dr Sunil Archak, Editor-in-Chief, presented the report related to publication of the journal 
(Annexure 4). He apprised the status of manuscripts, and as well as printing schedule and 
progress.  
 

 As discussed in last GBM, Springer Publishers were contacted and all information required 
for internal process for review of Journal were provided to Springer. Due to financial terms 

and conditions the proposal was not found viable for ISPGR. Similar was the experience with 

Wolters Kluwer and Medknow. Accordingly, Dr J.L. Karihaloo suggested to drop the idea of tie 

up with international publishing house. Instead, he suggested that emphasis be given for open 

access publication to increase the readership. 

(Action : Editor-in-Chief ) 
 

 Concern was expressed by members regarding absence of name of IJPGR in the UGC-CARE 
(Consortium for Academic Research and Ethics) list. Dr Subash Chandra, North Bengal 
University, urged that IJPGR needs to be included in UGC-CARE list because for faculty of non-
agricultural university it is necessary to publish research papers only in those journals which 
are mentioned in the UGC CARE list.  

 
 The President appreciated work done by EIC, Editors, Reviewers and ISPGR staff in journal 

updating and congratulated all members of editorial committee for increase in NAAS rating 
(from 5.12 to 5.54). He suggested that the matter regarding UGC-CARE may be taken up with 
appropriate agencies to have it resolved soon. 

(Action : Editor-in-Chief ) 
 

Agenda 4: Financial Report of ISPGR by Treasurer 
 

 Dr Dinesh Kumar, Treasurer, presented financial status of ISPGR (Annexures 5-7). 
 

 The President placed on record the efforts made by the EC, especially Treasurer and GS in 
maintaining a healthy financial status, which has increased two fold since 2015. He suggested 
that concerted efforts be made to increase the membership (institutional and individual), to 
reach at least 1000 by the end of this EC’s tenure. He also recorded his appreciation to Sh. 
Raju Barwale, Chairman, MAHYCO, for his continued financial support towards the annual Dr 
B.R. Barawle Award.  

(Action : Treasurer and Councillors) 
 

Agenda 5: Amendment in ISPGR Rules for holding elections (during 2021) via e-
ballots (online) 
 

 The GS informed that the ISPGR elections are now due. However, due to COVID-19 
pandemic, there is general disruption in postal services.  If ISPGR elections are conducted 
via the paper ballot mode (as done in past), there may be delays and disruptions (in case 
of any future lockdowns).  
 

 Hence, it is proposed to hold the 2021 elections through use of e-ballots. Advances in 
digital technology has provided options for electronic voting, which has also been adopted 
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by other scientific societies. Use of e-ballots to conduct ISPGR elections shall also reduce 
the time and financial resources. The proposal was approved by EC in its last meeting. 
 

 Accordingly, amendments in the Rule Book (Clause # 10) shall be made as follows: 
 

 Existing text Revised text 
i) The EC shall nominate an Election Committee 

consisting of an Election Officer and two 
members located at the Headquarters of the 
Society to conduct elections. 

No change 

ii) An up-to-date list of members who have paid 
their subscription up to the current year, will 
be provided by the General Secretary to the 
Election Committee, latest by 30 August of the 
election year. 

An up-to-date list of members (along 
with email ID) who have paid their 
subscription up to the current year, will 
be provided by the General Secretary to 
the Election Committee, latest by 30 
September of the election year. 

iii) The right to vote/nominate/contest elections 
will vest with those members only who have 
cleared their dues latest by 31 July of the 
election year. 

The right to vote/nominate/contest 
elections will vest with those members 
only who have cleared their dues latest 
by 31 August of the election year. 

iv) The EC shall invite nominations for various 
positions of the EC latest by 7 September and 
the nominations should reach the Election 
Committee latest by 7 October of the Election 
Year. 

The EC shall invite nominations 
(through online proforma/email or 
hard copy) for various positions of the 
EC latest by 7 October and the 
nominations should reach the Election 
Committee latest by 31 October of the 
Election Year. 

v) The Election Committee will take consent in 
writing from the contesting members by 20 
October of the Election Year. In case no 
consent is received from the concerned 
candidate by the due date, it will imply that 
he/she is not interested to contest. 

The Election Committee will take 
consent in writing (over email/online) 
from the contesting members by 10 
November of the Election Year. In case 
no consent is received from the 
concerned candidate by the due date, it 
will imply that he/she is not interested 
to contest. 

vi) The Election Committee will send ballot 
papers within 10 days of the deadline fixed for 
receipt of the consent to all the members with 
specific instructions on the norms of voting. 

The Chairperson Election Committee 
will send online link within 10 days of 
the deadline fixed for receipt of the 
consent to all the members (by 20 
November) with specific instructions 
on the norms of online voting.  

vii) The ballot paper should be received by the 
Election Committee within 45 days (15 
December of the Election Year) of their 
dispatch.  

The online votes should be submitted 
by the members by clicking 
appropriately on the online ballot form 
within 15 days (5 December of the 
Election Year) of the voting portal/link 
going live. 

viii) After the due date is over, the ballot papers 
will be opened and counting done by the 
Election Committee in the presence of the 
Contestants or the authorized representatives 
deputed by the contestants.  

After the due date is over, the online 
votes will be counted by the Election 
Committee in the presence of the 
Contestants or the authorized 
representatives deputed by the 
contestants. 
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ix) The Election Committee shall submit the 
result to the EC. The EC will announce the 
same on or before December 31 of the 
election year or preferably in the forthcoming 
annual GB meeting. The EC is empowered to 
nominate and fill up any uncontested/vacant 
posts after taking over the charge. On the date 
of assuming the charge as EC member, the 
membership should be valid. 

No change 

 
 The GB approved the proposal to conduct ISPGR elections in electronic mode during this 

year (2021). It was also decided that the mode of next/subsequent elections could again be 
decided by the new EC (2022-24) in consultation with GB.   

 
Agenda 6: Announcement of Elections and Election Committee 
 
 The GS informed that EC had approved the name of Dr (Ms) V. Celia Chalam, Head, Division of 

Plant Quarantine, ICAR-NBPGR, New Delhi as Chairperson of Election Committee, during its 
eleventh meeting held on Aug 7, 2021. Dr Celia Chalam had agreed to the proposal and 
nominated two members of Election Committee, namely, Dr Kavita Gupta, Principal Scientist, 
Division of Plant Quarantine, ICAR-NBPGR, New Delhi and Dr Bharat Gawde, Scientist (SS), 
Division of Plant Quarantine, ICAR-NBPGR, New Delhi. 
 

 The GB members unanimously agreed to the proposed names of the Election Committee. 
 
 The GB agreed that elections be announced and conducted as per above schedule. 

Arrangements may be made for logistic support for conducting online mode of elections. 
(Action : General Secretary and Joint Secretary) 

 

Agenda 7: Launch of ISPGR Website 
 

 The new website of ISPGR  (http://ispgr.nbpgr.ernet.in/) was launched and demonstrated for 
the benefit of all members. The new website has dynamic features, including option for online 
membership form, list of members, display of news and archive of all activities and photos of 
events.  
 

 The President, while appreciating the effort made, suggested that ISPGR members may visit 
the website and give suggestions for improvement of content, as well as aesthetics of the new 
website. He also urged that members may inform the ISPGR secretariat of any changes in 
postal address and emails of members, after checking their data on the new website. 

 

Agenda 8: Remarks by Vice President 
 
 Dr Kuldeep Singh, Vice President, ISPGR appreciated the activities of ISPGR congratulated all 

the members for their efforts. He applauded the dynamic leadership provided by Dr R.S. 
Paroda, President, ISPGR towards the progress of the Society. 
 

 He expressed his concern that teaching in subjects like PGR and genetics at both 
undergraduate and postgraduate levels had declined in the Agricultural Universities, due to 
introduction of several new courses. He suggested that Education Division of ICAR be 
approached to institute a Committee to the review teaching of PGR at country level and make 
suitable amendments in curricula to rectify this situation. He further suggested that teaching 

http://ispgr.nbpgr.ernet.in/
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modules (text or videos) be developed for all SAUs/Botany Departments as well as for high 
school students related to PGR. 

 

Agenda 9: Remarks by Chairman 
 

 Dr R.S. Paroda, President, ISPGR recounted the genesis of the 1st IAC and efforts made by him, 
Ms Ann Tutwiler, Former DG, Bioversity International and current Director General, Alliance 
of Bioversity International and CIAT, Dr Juan Lucas Restrepo, to make the second IAC a reality. 
He expressed happiness that the IAC would now be a rolling event with the next one planned 
in China. 
 

 He informed that ‘UN Food Systems Summit’, scheduled during the UN General Assembly in 
New York on Sept. 23, 2021 is setting the stage for global food systems transformation to 
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030. Accordingly, he urged that ISPGR may 
consider holding a National Dialogue on Local Food System for Health and Nutritional 
Security, within the next two months. This event may be planned in collaboration with ICAR-
NBPGR, and Alliance of Bioversity International and CIAT. 

(Action : General Secretary and Editor-in-Chief) 
 
 He urged that actions be initiated to hold the elections of ISPGR in timely manner, besides 

continued efforts for increasing membership and enhancing journal quality.  
 

 
The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair and all GB members by Dr Rakesh Singh, 
Joint Secretary. 
 

         
  
Anuradha Agrawal              R.S. Paroda 
(General Secretary)                 (President)  
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Annexure 1 

 

11th General Body Meeting (GBM) of the ISPGR 

August 27, 2021 

(Virtual mode) 

AGENDA 
10.00 – 10.05 a.m. Welcome remarks and confirmation 

of minutes of 10th GBM  

 

Anuradha Agrawal 

General Secretary, ISPGR 

10.05 – 10.15 a.m. Progress Report of ISPGR 

 

10.15 – 10.25 a.m. Progress of IJPGR Sunil Archak 

Editor-in-Chief, ISPGR 

10.25 – 10.35 a.m. Financial Report of ISPGR Dinesh Kumar 

Treasurer, ISPGR 

10.35 – 10.45 a.m. • Amendment in ISPGR Rules for holding elections (during 2021) via e-

ballots (online)  

• Announcement of elections 

• Launch of new ISPGR Website  

10.45 – 10.50 a.m. Any other item, with the permission of Chair 

 

10.50 – 10.55 a.m. Remarks by Vice President, ISPGR Kuldeep Singh 

Vice President, ISPGR 

R.C. Agrawal 

Vice President, ISPGR 

11.05– 11.25 a.m. Remarks by Chairman R.S. Paroda 

President, ISPGR 

11.25 – 11.30 a.m. Vote of Thanks Rakesh Singh 

Joint Secretary, ISPGR 
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Annexure 2 

Action Taken Report of the 10th GBM held on Jan. 30, 2020 
 

Recommendations Action Taken 

Membership drive needs to be given 

greater impetus. Also developing an 

online mode of payment on ISPGR 

website would be helpful 

 

Since last GBM, >85 Life Members inducted in 

ISPGR.   

The gateway to maintain online payment mode was 

found to be uneconomical (due to low volumes of 

payment).  

In the new website of ISPGR, provision has been 

made to submit online application form and 

payment can be done through online mode (mobile 

banking or net banking). Cash and cheque payment 

also are continued. 

 

To improve the rating of IJPGR it was 

suggested that  

(i) Editorial Board be reviewed 

and expended, especially to 

increase more foreign Editors;  

(ii) Each issue should have at least 

one review article, one paper 

from foreign authors; 

(iii) invite papers from national and 

global authorities in the subject 

matter and offer services of 

English editing for papers 

received from countries where 

English is not spoken 

commonly.  

 

(i) The Editorial Board has been changed to include 

wider representation of subject experts (w.e.f. 

2021 issues) 

(ii) Journal format has been expanded to include 

PGR note, Commentary, Research Articles, Short 

Communication and Plant Germplasm 

Registration Notice. 

(iii) Several global authorities have been 

approached to contribute papers. 

 

It was suggested that the latency period 

(10 years membership) for becoming 

ISPGR Fellow may be relaxed. It was 

suggested to consider the matter though 

a committee, after comparing with other 

Societies. 

 

Matter was considered and EC decided to retain the 

10 year latency, based on comparison with similar 

societies, and number of Fellows viz. a viz. total 

membership of Society. Further, it would be an 

incentive to attract young scholars and students to 

become Life Members at an early stage. 

 

It was suggested that Zonal Councillors 

should be given active role in organizing 

events and also increase membership. 

EC has made draft guidelines. Due to COVID 

pandemic, only one physical event could be held (in 

Ranchi).  
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Annexure 3 

Report by General Secretary, ISPGR 
1. Meetings Held  
 
 The 10th General Body Meeting (GBM) of the Indian Society of Plant Genetic Resources 

(ISPGR) was held on Jan. 30, 2020 at ICAR-NBPGR, New Delhi, under the Chairmanship of Dr 
R.S. Paroda, President, ISPGR (2019-2021).  

 Since the last GBM, seven meetings of the EC (2019-2021) were held on July 28, 2020; Oct. 23, 
2020; Dec. 29, 2020; Feb 6, 2021; April 7, 2021; July 24, 2021 and August 24, 2021 to discuss 
and decide the various issues related to activities and growth of the Society. In all, 11 meetings 
of EC and 3 GBM held by the current EC (2019-2021).  

 Based on the decisions and suggestions of GB and EC meetings, the activities held and 
proposed are enumerated hereunder. 

 
2. Webinar/Symposium Organized 
 

(i) National Seminar on ‘Crop Breeding for Wider Adaptation’ 
 
A two-day dual (virtual and offline mode) National Seminar on ‘Crop Breeding for Wider 
Adaptation’ was organized by Ranchi Chapter of Indian Society of Genetics and Plant Breeding 
(ISGPB) in collaboration with ISGPB, New Delhi and Indian Society of Plant Genetic Resources 
(ISPGR), New Delhi at Birsa Agricultural University (BAU) from Dec. 12-13, 2020. Drs R.S. 
Paroda, Kuldeep Singh and Anuradha Agrawal from ISPGR were members of National 
Advisory Committee, while Dr S.B. Chaudhury, Member, ISPGR was in the Organizing 
Committee.   
 
Dr Kuldeep presented a Lead lecture entitled “Plant Genetic Resources in India: Management 
and Utilization” and Dr Anuradha Agrawal gave an invited talk on “Role of biotechnology in 
PGR conservation”. Over 200 scientists, teachers and researchers from across the country 
participated in the two-day event. The experts discussed about plant breeding issues in 
different technical sessions themed on new frontiers in crop improvement, climate resilient 
breeding with quality enhancement, plant genetic resource management and pre-breeding, 
molecular breeding for crop improvement, traditional knowledge, breeders, farmers’ rights 
and intellectual property rights issues. The proceedings of the meeting are uploaded on the 
website. 
 
(ii) National Webinar on ‘Implementation of Access to Plant Genetic Resources and 

Benefit Sharing (ABS)’ 
 
A virtual National Webinar on “Implementation of Access to Plant Genetic Resources and 
Benefit Sharing (ABS)” was held on August 27, 2020. The meeting was co-organized by the 
UN Environment Implemented GEF Project, Alliance of Bioversity International and the 
International Centre for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT), Delhi Office, and the ISPGR with 
technical support from ICAR- NBPGR, New Delhi, India; National Biodiversity Authority, 
Chennai, India; Protection of Plant Variety and Farmers’ Rights Authority, New Delhi, and 
Trust for Advancement of Agricultural Sciences (TAAS), New Delhi. The webinar was 
attended by 200 stakeholders from academia, policy, management, farmers and private 
sector.  The objective of the webinar was to (i) understand the existing inconsistencies in the 
ABS system and suggest measures for improvements including policy reorientation; (ii) 
suggest options for regulating ABS beyond rewards and recognitions and to devise means for 
BS by the communities for sustainable management of bioresources,; (iii) suggest effective 
models of ABS to benefit both public and private organizations and (iv) to suggest 
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mechanisms for optimal utilization of National Gene Fund meant for effective BS and capacity 
development.  
 
Dr R.S. Paroda, President, ISPGR had conceived as well as Chaired the webinar. Dr T. 
Mohapatra, Secretary, Department of Agricultural Research and Education (DARE) & Director 
General, Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) shared his views as Chief Guest of the 
inaugural session. Dr Juan Lucas Restrepo, Director General, Alliance of Bioversity 
International and CIAT provided remarks as special invite and support from the Alliance in 
organizing the webinar. Financial support was provided by UN Environment Implemented 
GEF Project and the Federation of Seed Industry of India (FSII), New Delhi. The proceedings 
and recommendations of the webinar are available on the ISPGR website. 
 
(iii) Virtual Brainstorming on ‘Digital Sequence Information and Germplasm 

Sharing’ 
 
A ‘Virtual Brainstorming on Digital Sequence Information (DSI) and Germplasm Sharing’,” 
was held on March 1, 2021, organized by ISPGR, New Delhi. The purpose was to provide a 
forum to deliberate by experts and various stakeholders on DSI. The meeting was Co-Chaired 
by the two Vice-Presidents of ISPGR, Dr Kuldeep Singh, Director, ICAR-NBPGR and Dr R.C. 
Agrawal, DDG (Education), ICAR and National Director, NAHEP. Dr R.S. Paroda, President, 
ISPGR, presided the session and provided his special remarks. Dr Sunil Archak, National 
Fellow, ICAR-NBPGR and Editor-in-Chief, IJPGR moderated the session. To demystify the 
complexity of issues relating to DSI for GRFA and suggesting potential ways for developing 
comprehensive mechanisms for governance and fair use of genetic resources, two 
international experts, Ms. Anke van den Hurk, International Seed Federation and Mr Pierre 
Du Plessis, African Union, provided the divergent views on the topic. Thereafter, PGR experts 
from India’s public sector, scientists, private seed industry, farmer representative and legal 
experts deliberated on the subject. Some 200 participants logged onto the virtual platform 
and attended the webinar.  
 
(iv) 2nd International Agrobiodiversity Congress (IAC 2021) 

 
The GS apprised the GB on the preparations of the 2nd International Agrobiodiversity 
Congress (IAC 2021) scheduled from Nov. 15-18, 2021, as a Virtual Congress. The theme of 
the Congress is ‘Transforming food systems and delivering on the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development through the use and conservation of agrobiodiversity’. The Alliance 
of Bioversity International and CIAT and Italian Government are organizing the 2nd IAC in 
partnership with national and international research institutes and the UN Rome-based food 
and agriculture agencies. The Congress will build upon the work initiated by the 1st 
International Agrobiodiversity Congress (IAC2016) in India during Nov. 6-9, 2016, under the 
dynamic leadership of Dr R.S. Paroda, which culminated with the adoption of the ‘Delhi 
Declaration on Agrobiodiversity Management’. ISPGR had played a pivotal role in organizing 
the 1st IAC2016. 
 
Dr R.S. Paroda, President, ISPGR, was invited by organizers of 2nd IAC to be Member of 
International Advisory Board. On the inaugural day of 2nd IAC, Dr R.S. Paroda shall be invited 
for giving an overview on the 1st Agrobiodiversity Congress, and Dr T. Mohapatra, DG ICAR 
shall be giving a talk on the follow up action on the Delhi Declaration on Agrobiodiversity 
Congress. Dr Kuldeep Singh, Vice-President, ISPGR, shall be the Co-Convenor for the session 
on ex situ conservation. 
 
ISPGR EC nominated Dr Anuradha Agrawal as Member of International Steering Committee 
(ISC) and Communication Committee (CC) of IAC2021. As a member of the ISC, the GS 
attended three meetings (April 1, May 26, June 23, 2021) with the Congress Secretariat. One 
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meeting as member of CC was also attended on June 9, 2021. Details about program and 
inputs from ISPGR were shared with the GB members., besides the details about the 
governance, themes and structure of the 2nd IAC. The IAC2021 website 
(https://www.eatgrowsave.org/) was open and all are invited to register (no fee required). 
 
Names of scientists have been provided from ISPGR/NBPGR/other institutes for three 
scientific sub-committees (consumption, production, and conservation) to help in selection 
of abstracts. Call for abstracts was closed on July 7, 2021 and 638 abstracts received. This 
document is in draft mode and circulated amongst partners for providing inputs. ISPGR has 
been invited to organize a virtual side event (3-hour duration, pre-recorded). GB members 
were also informed about ‘Rome Declaration’ which builds on the Delhi Declaration, to be 
adopted in the IAC 2021. 
 

3. ISPGR Awards and Recognition 
 
Calls for ISPGR Awards for the years 2019 and 2020 were made during the year end and a 
total of 35 and 81 applications were received, respectively. The following were the Selection 
Committees for the two years: 
 
Award Selection Committee (2019) (virtual meeting - July 20, 2020) 
Dr K.V. Prabhu, Chairperson, PPV&FRA      Chairman 
Dr R.C. Agrawal, DDG (Education) & ND, NAHEP, ICAR    Member 
Dr Bhag Mal, Secretary, TAAS &        Member 
Former Regional Coordinator, Bioversity International, New Delhi   
Dr E. Roshini Nayar, Former-Principal Scientist, ICAR-NBPGR   Member 
Dr Anuradha Agrawal, General Secretary, ISPGR    Member Secretary 
 
Award Selection Committee (2020) (Hybrid meeting - March 26, 2021) 
 
Dr R.S. Rana, Former Director, ICAR-NBPGR     Chairman 
Dr H.S. Gupta, Former Director General, BISA & Former Director, ICAR-IARI Member 
Dr R.C. Agrawal, DDG (Education) & ND, NAHEP, ICAR    Member 
Dr Bhag Mal, Secretary, TAAS &        Member 
Former Regional Coordinator, Bioversity International, New Delhi   
Dr Anuradha Agrawal, General Secretary, ISPGR    Member Secretary 
 
Due to the COVID pandemic, the ISPGR award function could not be organized in 2020. Hence, 
awards for the year 2019 and 2020 were given on August 7, 2021 in a function held in a hybrid 
mode (both physical and online). Dr T. Mohapatra, Secretary, DARE & DG, ICAR was Chief 
Guest and Dr R.S. Paroda, President ISPGR, Presided the function. The list of awardees for both 
the years are as follows: 

 
 Name of the Award Awardee(s)  
1.  Dr H.B. Singh 

Memorial Award 
(2019-20) 

Dr Joseph John K 
Principal Scientist 
ICAR-NBPGR, Regional Station, Thrissur, Thrissur-680 656, 
Kerala 

2.  Dr B.R. Barwale Award 
for Application/ 
Excellence in PGR   
(2020) 

Dr Rakesh Singh 
Principal Scientist 
Division of Genomic Resources, ICAR-National Bureau of Plant 
Genetic Resources, Pusa Campus, New Delhi-110 012 

3.  Dr B.R. Barwale Award 
for Application/ 
Excellence in PGR   
(2019) (Joint) 

Dr Mohar Singh 
Principal Scientist & Officer-in-Charge 
ICAR-NBPGR, Regional Station Phagli-Shimla-171 004, 
Himachal Pradesh 

https://www.eatgrowsave.org/
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4.  Dr Sunil Archak 
ICAR-National Fellow & Principal Scientist 
ICAR-National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources, Pusa Campus, 
New Delhi-110 012 

5.  Dr R.S. Paroda Young 
Scientist Award (2019) 

Dr Sudip Kumar Dutta  
Scientist (Horticulture) 
ICAR RC NEH Region, Sikkim Centre, Tadong, Gangtok, Sikkim 
737102         

6.  Dr R.S. Paroda Young 
Scientist Award (2020) 

Dr Kuldeep Tripathi 
Scientist (Economic Botany & PGR) 
Division of Germplasm Evaluation, ICAR-NBPGR, Pusa Campus, 
New Delhi-110 012         

7.  Dr R.K. Arora Best 
Paper Award (2019) 

Drs Sheikh M Sultan, K Pradheep, Susheel Kumar Raina and 
Sudhir Pal Ahlawat 
ICAR-NBPGR Regional Station-Srinagar Rangreth, Srinagar-190 
005, Jammu & Kashmir 

8.  Dr R.K. Arora Best 
Paper Award (2020) 

Drs RS Rathi, KC Bhatt, Anjula Pandey, UK Tiwari, K Pradheep, 
NS Panwar and SP Ahlawat 
ICAR-National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources 
Pusa Campus, New Delhi-110012 

9.  Dr K.L. Mehra 
Memorial Award 
(2019) 

Ms Monika Jha 
M.Sc. (PGR) Student, ICAR-NBPGR, IARI PG School, New Delhi 

10.  Dr K.L. Mehra 
Memorial Award 
(2020) 

Mr Siddhant Ranjan Padhi 
M.Sc. (PGR) Student, ICAR-NBPGR, IARI PG School, New Delhi 

11.  Fellows (2019) Dr Gopala Krishnan S. 
Principal Scientist (Plant Breeding) 
Division of Genetics, ICAR-IARI, Pusa Campus, New Delhi-110 
012 

12.   Dr Mahesh C. Yadav 
Principal Scientist (Genetics and Cytogenetics), 
Division of Genomic Resources, ICAR-NBPGR, Pusa Campus, 
New Delhi-110 012 

13.   Dr N Mukta 
Principal Scientist (Economic Botany) 
ICAR-Indian Institute of Oilseeds Research, Rajendranagar-
500030, Hyderabad, Telangana    

14.   Dr Parimalan Rangan 
Scientist (Sr. Scale) 
Division of Genomic Resources, ICAR-NBPGR, Pusa Campus, 
New Delhi-110012     

15.   Dr Sangita Yadav 
Principal Scientist, 
Division of Seed Science and Technology, ICAR-IARI, Pusa 
Campus, New Delhi-110 012.     

16.   Dr Sanjay Kumar Singh 
Principal Scientist (Plant Breeding) 
Crop Improvement Division, ICAR-Indian Institute of Wheat & 
Barley Research, Agrasain Marg, Karnal-132001, Haryana 

17.  Fellows (2020) Dr Anitha Kodaru 
Principal Scientist 
ICAR-NBPGR, Regional Station, Hyderabad 500 030 Telangana 

18.   Dr Anjali Kak 
Principal Scientist 
Division of Germplasm Conservation, ICAR- NBPGR, Pusa 
Campus, New Delhi-110012 

19.   Dr Devendra Ram Malaviya 
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Principal Scientist (Retired) 
ICAR-Indian Institute of Sugarcane Research, Lucknow-226 
002, Uttar Pradesh    

20.   Dr K Pradheep 
Principal Scientist 
ICAR-NBPGR Regional Station, Thrissur-680 656, Kerala 

21.   Dr Neeta Singh 
Principal Scientist 
Division of Germplasm Conservation, ICAR-NBPGR, Pusa 
Campus, New Delhi-110012 

22.   Dr Rabi Sankar Pan 
Principal Scientist (Horticulture-Vegetable Science) 
ICAR Research Complex for Eastern Region, Farming System 
Research Centre for Hill and Plateau Region, Plandu, Namkum, 
Ranchi-834 010, Jharkhand 

23.   Dr S.K. Malik 
Principal Scientist 
Tissue Culture and Cryopreservation Unit ICAR-NBPGR, Pusa 
Campus, New Delhi-110012 

 
Since the last GBM, a few members of ISPGR had received accolades of high repute as follows: 

(i) Dr R.S. Paroda, President, ISPGR bestowed with prestigious ‘Dr. M.S. Swaminathan 
Award for Environment Protection 2020’ by the Rotary Club of Madras East, for his 
enormous contributions in the field of plant breeding and genetic resource management 
and his leadership in establishing a large number of institutions in the field of crops, 
horticulture, livestock, natural resource management, fisheries, agricultural engineering 
and social science sectors. 

(ii) Dr R.C. Agrawal, Vice President, ISPGR and Dr O.P. Yadav, Director, CAZRI bestowed 
with the prestigious ‘Rafi Ahmed Kidwai Award 2020’ by ICAR.  

(iii) Dr G.J. Randhawa, Head, Division of Genomic Resources, ICAR-NBPGR, bestowed with 
the prestigious ‘Dr Panjabrao Deshmukh Outstanding Women Scientist Award 2020’ by 
ICAR.  
 
ISPGR Members Elected as NAAS Fellows (2021): 

(iv) Dr Rakesh Chandra Agrawal, Deputy Director General (Agricultural Education), Indian 
Council of Agricultural Research, New Delhi 

(v) Dr S. Gopala Krishnan, Principal Scientist (Plant Breeding), Division of Genetics, ICAR-
Indian Agricultural Research Institute, New Delhi 

(vi) Dr Sanjeev Gupta, ADG (OP) Indian Council of Agricultural Research, New Delhi 
(vii) Dr Devendra Ram Malaviya, Retd Head & Principal Scientist, Crop Improvement 

Division, ICAR-Indian Institute of Sugarcane Research, Lucknow, U.P. 
(viii) Dr Subbaraya Uma, Director, ICAR-National Research Centre for Banana, Trichy, Tamil 

Nadu 
The ISPGR GB congratulates all the awardees. 
 

4. Lectures Organized 
 
(i) 2nd Dr D.S. Athwal Memorial Lecture 
 
 The ‘2nd Dr D.S. Athwal Memorial Lecture’ was organized on Jan. 31, 2020, at ICAR-NBPGR, 

New Delhi. Professor Kamal Bawa, Distinguished Professor of Biology, University of 
Massachusetts Boston, and Founder-President of the Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology 
and the Environment (ATREE) delivered the lecture entitled ‘Securing Our Biodiversity and 
Our Future: New Opportunities and Challenges’. The lecture was attended by >130 
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participants. A video recording has also been placed on you tube with hyperlink on ISPGR 
website. 

 
(ii) 1st Dr H.B. Singh Memorial Award Lecture  

 
During the ninth EC meeting held on April 7, 2021, it was agreed by EC members that 
awardees of Dr HB Singh Memorial Award, Dr B.R. Barwale Award and Dr R.S. Paroda Award 
make brief presentations of their achievements during the ISPGR Award function, subject to 
availability of time. Accordingly the Dr H.B. Singh Memorial Awardee (2019-20) Dr Joseph 
John K. was invited to deliver a lecture entitled “Treading new pastures in search of PGR : 
reminiscences of growing with NBPGR and way forward”. The lecture was held during the 
ISPGR award Function held on Aug 7, 2021 in virtual mode.    

 
5. Other Miscellaneous Activities 

 
 ISPGR office upgradation and maintenance. 
 The National Academy of Agricultural Science (NAAS) brought out a new proforma to 

evaluate the scientific output and functioning of all Societies that seek funding from ICAR (for 
journals as well as seminar/symposia). Accordingly, the proforma was filled with respect to 
activities undertaken in the last five years, and submitted to NAAS on Jan. 31, 2021. 

 NAAS proforma submitted to Academy on 9 Aug 2020 for journal rating. 
 ICAR proforma successfully filled for seeking fund for publication of IJPGR (Rs 2 lakhs 

received for 2020-21). 
 Concerted efforts made to upgrade and launch new ISPGR website (during 11th GBM). 

 
6. Details of Membership  
 
Presently, a total 806 Life members, 7 Annual/Institutional members are enrolled. These belong 
to 12 international and 120 national organizations. Efforts have been made to increase the 
members by approaching individuals, and international and national institutions.  
 

7. Events planned for 2021 
 

Date Venue   
August  27, 
2021 

Online 4nd Dr A.B.Joshi Memorial Lecture 
Prof. Anil Gupta, Visiting Faculty, IIM (A) 
“Farmers' varieties, grassroots innovations and the emerging role of 
global genebanks” 

Oct  (First 
week), 2021 

Online National Symposium on ‘New developments in PGR science’ to be 
organized by ISPGR in collaboration with ICAR-NBPGR, PPV&FRA, NBA, 
TAAS, MS Swaminathan Research Foundation etc. 

Nov 15-18, 
2021 

 Rome/VC 2nd International Agrobiodiversity Congress 2021 (IAC2021) 
  

Sept-Dec 2021  ISPGR Elections 

 

At the end I place gratitude to all EC Members and outstanding leadership of Dr R.S. Paroda, GB 
members, ICAR-NBPGR and all other stake holders for their enormous support to ISPGR to 
achieve the goals.  

 
 

(Anuradha Agrawal) 

General Secretary, ISPGR  
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Annexure 4 

Report by Editor-in-Chief, IJPGR, ISPGR 
 

Respected members of ISPGR,  

 

I am happy to present before you the EIC report for the period 2020-21. 

  

In summary, we published 65 articles (one by foreign author) in the four issues of 

2020-21*. Journal received as many as 161 manuscript submissions in 2020-21*. 

The number of manuscripts received, processed and published, along with timelines 

(little bit delay because of Covid-19 situation) of IJPGR publication during 2020-

21* are as follows: 

Status of the manuscripts for the period 

under report-2020-21* 
Publication status 

Year 
Total 

Received 
Rejected 

Under 

review 
Accepted 

Vol. 

no. 

No.  

of  

article  

published 

Issue Due date 
Publication 

date 

2020 77 
26  

(34%) 
25 26 33 50 

1 1 Apr, 2020 12 Jun, 2020 

2 1 Aug, 2020 11 Dec, 2020 

3 1 Dec, 2020 19 Mar, 2021 

2021 84 25 

(30%) 

51 8 34 15 1 1 Apr, 2021 21 July, 2021 

Issue-2 2 1 Aug, 2021 In press 

Issue-3 3 1 Dec, 2021 - 

Note: Total no. of accepted paper for next volume i.e. 34 (2) 2021: 15 (In press) 

 
 

Manuscripts published in different category for the period -2020-21* 

Year Research 

article 

Review 

articles 

Short 

communication 

special 

articles 

PGR 

note 

Debate Commentary Meeting 

report 

2020 27 2 10 1 6 - 1 3 

2021 6 - 5 - 2 1 1 - 

 

Manuscripts published (Indian’s/ Foreign’s) 

Year Indian Authors Foreign authors 

2020 49 1 

2021 15 - 

 

 All the issues up to 2020-21 have been published almost on time 

 The average time taken for processing of manuscripts was 6-7 months  

 Current NAAS rating of IJPGR is 5.54 (2021) 
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 Indian Citation Index – Research Impact Indicator: 0.096 

 Indexed/Abstracted on Google Scholar 

 Online hosting is at http://www.indianjournals.com/ 

 PDF copies of all issues from 1988 till date are available at this site 

I acknowledge the contribution of my fellow editors 

 

Editorial Board (as on 01-06-2021) 

Editors (Indian)   Editors (Foreign)   

New editors:  

 

M. Pitchaimuthu, Aditya Pratap, R.K. Salgotra, Amit Singh, 

Sheikh M. Sultan, C.S. Mohanty and S. Rajkumar 

 

Continuous editors:  
 

Ruchira Pandey, Anjula Pandey, Kamala Venkateswaran, 

Celia Chalam V., Kavita Gupta, N. Sivaraj, Lalit Arya, K. Pradheep, 

Manjusha Verma, Rakesh Singh, Sherry R. Jacob and Vandana 

Tyagi 

 

Not continuing as editor (from 01-06-2021) 

I.S. Bisht, M.C. Yadav and M.K. Rana 

Andriana Alercia, Ronnie 

Vernooy, Ehsan Dulloo, 

and Michael Halewood 

 

Thank you one and all. 

 

 

 

(Sunil Archak) 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.indianjournals.com/
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Annexure 5 

Report by Treasurer, ISPGR 
 
 A summary of the Auditor’ Report since the last GBM (Jan. 30, 2020) is given below. The 

Audited Report of Accounts of ISPGR for the FY 2019-20 and 2020-21 are attached as 
Annexure 6& 7. 

  
Particulars Amount in ` 

 March 31, 2020 March 31, 2021 

BANK BALANCE AND CASH   
Fixed Deposit 57,01,289.98 70,63,409.55 

Amount in Bank (saving account) 2,40,432.80 3,38,901.04 

Cash in Hand 951.00 21,606.00 

Total 59,42,693.78 74,23,916.59 
INCOME    
Membership, Journal subscription, ICAR, Donations, 
Bank interest 

12,05,278.26 13,80,468.33 

EXPENDITURE   
ISPGR Office expenses, publications, award function, 
postage, TA, etc. 

16,33,851.10 7,72,332.13 

 
 A summary of the financial status of ISPGR for the current FY (2021-2022) for the period 

April 1 to Aug. 26, 2021 is given below: 
 

Particulars Aug. 26, 2021 

BANK BALANCE AND CASH  
Fixed Deposit 67,31,442.20 

Amount in Bank (saving account) 1,09,258.46 

Cash in Hand 15,282.00 

Total 68,55,982.66 
INCOME  
Membership, Journal subscription, ICAR, Donations, Bank interest 4,49,501.00 

EXPENDITURE  
ISPGR Office expenses, award function, publications, postage, refund 
to BISA etc. 

12,95,350.00 

 
 The Borlough Institute of South Asia (under CIMMYT) as co-organizers of the IAC2016, had 

paid for certain services/works on behalf of ISPGR (e.g. food, exhibition hall, mementoes etc.). 
In an email received on Feb 3, 2021 BISA office informed that during its 2019 Audit, with 
respect to IAC2016, auditors observed “while reconciling the IAC Event 2016 account BISA 
has made an excess payment to ISPGR for INR 4,51,337 on account of VAT refund received 
which is already adjusted from expenses details shared earlier”. The BISA query regarding 
return of VAT payment was verified by the Chartered Accountant (CA) of ISPGR, based on (i) 
Verification of Ledger account of ISPGR in the books of BISA from F.Y. 2016-17 till date; (ii) 
Ledger account of IAC Event in the Books of BISA from F.Y. 2016-17 till date; (iii) Bank 
statement page of BISA reflecting the receipt of amount from the ISPGR on account of full and 
final settlement and (iv) All Invoices of the vendors contracted by BISA for the IAC 2016 and 
found to be correct. Accordingly, ISPGR returned the excess (due to excess payment of VAT) 
amount after suitable deduction of CA fees.  
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 Updating of KYC details of the ISPGR saving account of Bank (after merging of Syndicate Bank 

with Canara Bank), for the purpose of Income Tax Refund was carried out. 
 

 For Re-registration of Exemption Certificate (u/s 12 A and 80G) forms 10A/10AB were filled, 
providing all details of ISPGR (including self-attested copies Pan Card of key EC members). 
Digital Signature Certificate (DCS) of General Secretary was generated on the Income Tax 
portal in order to validate the Forms. Work completed with help from CA (June 30, 2021). 

 
 

 

(Dinesh Kumar)  
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Annexure 6 

 

AUDITOR’S REPORT (FY 2019-20) 
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AUDITOR’S REPORT (FY 2019-20) (contd.) 
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AUDITOR’S REPORT (FY 2019-20) (contd.) 
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Annexure 7 

AUDITOR’S REPORT (FY 2020-21) 
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AUDITOR’S REPORT (FY 2020-21) (contd.) 
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AUDITOR’S REPORT (FY 2020-21) (contd.) 

 

 


